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charged for licences to \xvw pachwai ox rice-beer for home consumption, and from the fees charged for the manufacture and sale of country spirit; the manufacture of the latter is conducted on the out-still system. The collection of the land revenue is in the hands of landlords variously known as Kazi landlords (numbering 21), Lama landlords (13), and thikaddrs (37). Under these are village headmen (styledpipon in Bhotia, tassa in Lepcha, and mandal in Khaskura), each headman being over those ryots whom he or his predecessors have introduced. The sum payable by each ryot is fixed by an informal committee of headmen and villagers, presided over by the landlord and his agent. The rate now allowed to the landlord is 14 annas per pathi (about 4 seers) of seed for Nepalese ryots, and 8 annas per pathi for Lepcha and Bhotia ryots. In maize and other ' dry' lands of fair quality about ^pathiS) and in terraced rice lands about 6 patkis^ go to the acre. Terraced rice lands, however, more often pay produce rents on the kuth system, one-fourth of the out-turn being taken by the landlord. New land pays no rent for three years, in consideration of the labour involved in constructing the terraces. The pathi and kuth systems were introduced from Nepal and have now been adopted throughout the greater part of Sikkim. The monasteries, however, and some of the Sikkim Kazis still maintain the old practice of assessing each household according to its circumstances. Each landlord pays to the State a sum fixed at the commencement of his lease. A man can settle down and cultivate any land he may find unoccupied without any formality whatever; and when once he has occupied the land, no one but the Maharaja can turn him out. The latter, however, can eject him at any time; and if he ceases to occupy the land, he does not retain any lien upon it, unless he pays rent for it as though he had cultivated it. In the Lachung and Lachen valleys the system is peculiar. Here the assessment on each village is communicated each year to thepipbn^ or village headman, who collects the rents but gets nothing for his trouble except exemption from the obligation of carrying loads and from the labour tax. Thefltfld'n calls a committee of all the adult males over fifteen years of age at the end of the year and, in consultation with them, fixes what each individual should pay, having regard to his general condition, the number of his cows, mules, ponies, and yaks, and the quantity of land in his possession. There are no fixed rates; but the assessment on animals appears to work out at about 3 annas for each cow or yak, and 4 annas for each mule or pony. In the upper part of Lachung the villagers redistribute the fields among themselves every three years by lot, the richer people throwing for the big plots and the poorer villagers for the small ones. Grazing lands are divided in the same way, but not the house and homestead. The Lamas are not bound to labour for the Maharaja, and they pay no dues